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Cartoonist Keiji Nakazawa was seven years old and living in Hiroshima in the early 
days of August 1945 when the city was destroyed by an atomic bomb dropped by 
the United States. Starting a few months before that event, his ten-volume saga 
Barefoot Gen shows life in Japan after years of war and privations, as seen through 
the eyes of seven-year-old Gen Nakaoka. 

Volume Eight opens in 1950. Gen is now in middle school, where he meets 
both a progressive-minded schoolteacher at odds with his conservative superiors, 
and a brilliant but cynical classmate who challenges the teacher's — and Gen's - 
values at every turn. Gen also finds himself confronting the corrosive effects of 
drugs and the arms industry on postwar Hiroshima society. With the Korean War 
offering new business opportunities, a new generation of death merchants holds 
sway in Japan. Gen, his mentor, and peace-minded citizens are forced to struggle 
against red-baiting school officials, violent nationalists, and government censorship. 

'...some of the best comics ever done. Nakazawa, I'm sure, will be considered 
one of the great comic artists of this century, because he tells the 
truth in a plain, straightforward way, filled with real human feelings." 

-R. Crumb, cartoonist 



, Dol 
liirn 

i"n 

0 

loO 

d-H 



"Gen effectively bears witness to one of the central horrors of our time. This vivid 
and harrowing story will burn a radioactive crater in your memory that will never 
let you forget it. Gen is one of those very few comix that actually pulls off the 
essential magic trick... those little marks on paper come to fully realized life." 

-Art Spiegelman, cartoonist. 
Winner of the Pulitzer Prize for Maus 

"Nakazawa's graphic presentation of what it was like to survive the atomic 
bombing of Hiroshima should be required reading for all citizens, beginning with 
the President. Perhaps then we might gain the maturity to stop such madness." 

-Hunter & Amory Lovins 
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Dear Gen 


Nina Mikhailovna Vasilenko 

Kiev, Ukraine 


I love these books, and I love their author, who tells 
his stoiy so plainly and draws it with such artistry. The 
story unfolds like a movie as it portrays the childhood of 
young Gen, striding on his little feet through the chaos 
of wartime, the atomic hell of Hiroshima, and the hard¬ 
ships that followed. My heart ached for him, yet I could 
not stop reading his story, one volume after another. 

Dear Gep, dear little boy, my little Gen. What fear you 
felt, what horrors you saw, what unspeakable cruelties! 
There is no war more terrible than nuclear war. May 
you live forever, and may the earth enjoy peace forever! 
Dear Gen! Young warrior of peace! May you walk across 
many nations and continents, and may your journey be 
safe! Dear Gen, the Ukraine welcomes you! 

(Nina is a poet and retired schoolteacher from a village in the Ukraine 
not far from Chernobyl. She lost her husband to radiation-related can¬ 
cer after the nuclear disaster there. Through an exchange of letters 
between Japanese and Ukrainian citizens Nina became acquainted 
with Project Gen. She visited Hiroshima and later translated Barefoot 
Gen into Ukrainian. Her poem about Hiroshima appears in Volume 7 
of Barefoot Gen.) 



Barefoot Gen 

Nina Mikhailovna Vasilenko 


Barefoot Gen travels the world 
From country to country, from house to house 
Where cranes fly to their nests in the valley 
Where the sun shines in a blue sky 

A happy-go-lucky little fellow 
Who survived the hell of Hiroshima 
He would never forget all he saw 
Through a child’s eyes 

The pain and injury, the violent death of those dearest to him 
Pierced this little boy’s heart 

Gasping for breath, he ran through the flames and ashes 
Barefoot 

Voices of opera and frames of film 
Tell Nakazawa-san’s story 
Barefoot Gen travels the world 
Like seeds of grain 
He sows seeds of peace 

Growing tall like a sturdy stalk of wheat 
Laden with ears of fruit 
A guardian of peace 
Barefoot Gen travels the world 
And we walk with him 

Gen speaks many languages 
“The earth must have peace,” he says 
No more deaths in Hiroshima 
No more tears in Baghdad 
We don’t need war! 

Melt down the bombs, the guns, the rocket launchers 
Turn them into toys! 

“Piease, everyone, live in peace!” 

That is the plea of Gen, a boy of Hiroshima 


BAREFOOT GEN 

i MERCHANTS OF DEATH 













2 



You were a dunce in , 
elementary school and 
you're still a dunce V 
even if you made ) 
it to junior high 
Crapamori 



You're always making fun 
of me. You piss me off! 
Awright, so what's this 
terrible thing that 
happened^ 
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So what will happen ] 9 il ‘s 
if the U.S. bases in A Q 

Japan come under 
attack? 

W-whoa, I get Jp 
it. Japan will be 
turned into a 
battlefield +oo!\ 

ss^^Ajhat's 

g^SSright. 

J 

1 iHHil 


We've already been through so much 
with the war and the A-bomb... Now 
we could get dragged into war all over 
again, with bombs dropping on us and 

_ 

Whoa, that's no ^ 
joke! I don't J^ourse 
wanna die in ^ .^| 

Korea's war! 


But as long as ^^^"^This 
there are American ^^is bad 
military bases -^^news! 
here in Japan, we 
can't feel safe... j , \ 

] 

1 

t 

Cn northern Kyushu, ^ ff 

the closest part T^^li^'"tf""' 

of Japan to the 

jattlef ield, they'velHB‘-||IIF^ 
ilready declared,l|M 
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Do you think X people have always tried 

anything has \ to force their beliefs on 
changed in the y others, so they take 
history of war \ turns invading and being 
since ancient / invaded. People don't 

Roman better. 

trhe only things that have 

changed are science 
^^^and technology, so 
^^^^the only progress 
you see is in 
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The “Peace Constitution" that 
Japan has today was made possible 
because over three million 
Japanese sacrificed their lives 
to the war and the atomic bomb. 


It was that tragic loss that made 
us realize the foolishness of war, 
which leaves people with nothing. 
We need to guard the Peace 
Constitution with our lives and 
make sure we never repeat our 
error. 



Snicker... Do you really think 

Japan's Peace Constitution was 
a result of the Japanese people 
coming to their senses? Didn't 
we just get it handed to us by 
.^:^he Americans? 



Besides, |f hat's just the 

even if threel law of nature 
million peopley working to 



If the population keeps growing, the 
Earth will be too full of people. 
There won't be enough food, along 
with all kinds of other problems. 
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the C^p R-really, 

are ahead 

Who's 

pitching Ohtomo. 

for the 

Siants?/ 



MM 


Way I'll Q big fan of 

to \ Shiraishi's. He 

Shira-1^^-"*!^ / can hit, he can 
ishily^^^N^^^run and he's a 

^Shortstop Shiraishi 

V fields a hit from 
jV Kawakami and 

it over to 























































































When the Carp win, i 
they make the people ® 
of Hiroshima happy. 




The problem is 
that they lose so 
often. The team 
doesn't have muchj 
money, so they 
can't develop ^ 
their full 
potential. 
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One lives Fighting ^ 

and the ^5 should be to * 


Come on, 
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iignTpoml^rTS -- Support the 


Cheap¬ 
skate! 
Why not 
give a 
VJ^ittle? 


AwrightPS 

rii 

contribute 


causeL 




They haven t 
collected a 
whole lotto 
donations. > 


Ryuta, that s not 
your money to 
spend as you 
please. It belongs 
to all of us! 


to the 


Fine 


You ^ 
don't 
mind if I 
give 10 


Were saving so we 
can make a dress 
shop, remember? 
Don't waste our 
money! 


fine, 


hear 


yen 
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How could it hove nothing to do 
with it? The Carp knew I only 
gave 10 yen, and they were so 
disappointed they let the Slants 


Damn! That was so 
thoughtless of me. 
If only I'd given 
'em 1,000 yen. 








































































Sen, say 
something! Doesn't 
it bother you that 
the Carp lost? 


Every victory 
for the Carp is c 
a victory over 
the /A-bomb! 


The bomb knocked the 
people of Hiroshima down 
for the count, but when 
the Carp win, they cheer 
us up and give us the 
'' .courage to live. 
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Thanks to your generous donation of 

10 yen, the Carp were able to buy one 
sweet potato. As a result, the players 
were able to run faster by shooting 
sweet potato farts out of their butts. 
Please continue your heartfelt support. 




I, Ryuta Kondo, \ 

hereby pledge to 1 

support the Carp / 

forever more, even 
at the risk of '^'1 
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Signs: NO WAR!! Fight for peace and national independence! 
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In 1950, cries of 
opposition to war 
and nuclear weapons 
arose throughout 
Hiroshima. The labor 
movement was active 
and passionate... 




The SHQ* forced the city of 
Hiroshima to enact a public 
safety ordinance restricting 
mass marches and protests, in 
exchange for supporting the 
Hiroshima Peace Memorial City 
Construction Law. The Hiroshima 
Police Department used the 
public safety law as an excuse 
to suppress demonstrations and 
other forms of public expression. 





























































They know the Japanese would 
be upset if /American soldiers 
appeared directly on our 
streets, so the Americans use 

Japanese cops to control us 
^ instead. ^ 

That's so stupid! You j 
mean Japanese are 
fighting their fellow 

America's sake?! 




, . , \ Z' They sure are. 

Americas W We Japanese 
just playing M need to get 
us for fools,y together and 
arentthejy decide Japan's 

Mr. Pak was so sad. It broke his 
heart that Korean families were 
being torn apart, used as pawns 
by other countries and forced 


Mr. Pak said it | 
was America J 
that got the \ 

Korean 


£ 

\ / That's why my 

We can't let ) (teacher and the 
them do the < / rest of these 
same thing ) [people are raising 
to Japan! I voices in 

































































And T Yeah. They have the nerve 

they're 1 to talk about justice and 
pawns of % patriotism. But they're 
America J1 just mobsters who beat 
too?^\ people up when somebody 
them money. 


1 hey Instead they use 

don't 1 violence to shut 
even try L people up. We can't 
to listen# just let them go 
to any-swaggering around 
body whOj^^n^hey please! 

It's dangerous Y 

to give any A back to the dark 
power to people Y we had up 

like that. AY°J|jera?°^ 








Mu 
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Now that Japan's lost the war, you're doing 
an about-face and telling us to cooperate 
with the same Americans you were calling 
devils before? You've got a lot of nerve, after 
you killed millions of Japanese and destroyed 


I ? 
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It's an emergency! 
AiKara's gonna die! 
Please go to Dr. 
Hondo's hospital 
at once! 


what 
do you 
want?i 


Im Sen 
Nakaoka, 
Aihara's 


I see. 
So he 


V-what 
do you 
mean? 


finally 


did it 
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If I could give Katsuo the will to live 
by cheering him on, I'd do it with all 
my might, believe me... I've already 
tried that hundreds of times, but 
~ it's no use... 
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I decided to 

raise him as if 
he were the 
reincarnation of 
my own son, who 
was killed by 


Once I made 
that decision, 
I cheered up 
and started to 
feel hopeful 
.about living. 


I thought he 
must be a gift 
from heaven. 


I was 
happy that 
I'd been 
blessed 
with such 
V a good 


Hes a 
smart, 
sweet 
boy. 


Katsuo loved baseball. ^ 

He said that when he ti 
grew up, he'd be a Ja 
professional baseball \ > 
player and earn lots J 
of money...^^^.^^ 


He d buy me a nice house, give 
me all the delicious food I 
could eat, send me on trips 
around the world and make 
me happy... 


I felt 
0 sorry 
for 
him... 


He said he 
wanted to 
stay with 
me forever 


He said I looked 
so much like his 
mother that he 
couldn't 
me. 
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Once Katsuo learned 
he didn't have long to 
live, his personality 
completely changed. 






























































































There's nothing more I can do for 


It's so sad! Just «/hen^Ul|||M 

him now! If it weren't for the war 


we had found someone 

and the bomb, he wouldn't have to 


to trust in each other, K * 

suffer like this... 


and could start to C *** 
dream o^ 






V X 


/ ilK 1 """tliM 
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I get it now. He wanted to die, 
the sooner the better. He was 
trying to escape from the 
terror and pain of death, 
any way he could... 
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Aagh! I can't stand it! I 
don't wanna sit around J 

forever listening to I 

depressing stories 

We might as well just drop atomic 
bombs all over the world and kill 
everybody. Then there'd be no 
more wars and people would 
finally understand how we feel! 


Don't be stupid, Ryuta. We've 
gotta move forward. We've gotta 
do what we can to prevent more 
wars and atomic bombs. 



/Aihara, you said that 
human beings are just 
fighting animals and we'll 
never get rid of war... 


but you were the one 
who hated wars more 
than anybody! You 
really wanted to get 
rid of them! 
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Shut up! Do you really think 
I've got a future?! I’m sick, 
and death is c!osing in on me 
fast! What good things 


As long as you're 
alive, you never 
know what good 
things are going 
to happen to you 
in the future. 


Aihara got 
really mad 
when I went 
to visit him. 


Look, Aihara, as 
long as you're alive, 
you've gotta do 
your best to live. 


Nakaoka, how dare you take me to 
the hospital! You had some nerve 
saving me! I'm not gonna forget 
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That's a tough one. I'm 
no good at thinking 
about tough problems, 
unless it's how to 
steal food... 



































































































































Five days later,., 


THWACIC 


rm gonna join 
the Hiroshima 
Carp and mow 
«n those Giants 
and Tigers! 
i You wait! 


hitting 


Hee heel Even Kawakami 
'n' Aota 'n' Oshita 'n' 
Fujimura are gonna have 
a tough time ‘ 
my pitches! 


You ve got great stuff, 
Ryuta — good control, and 
plenty of speed on your 
fastball. You're on your wa; 
to becoming a real pro! i 
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What do you think*^^ 
you're doing, playing mg . . 
catch in front of P 

house every 

6o play catch 

some- anywhere we 

where want. This is 

else!public road. 


Yeah. Who Shut up, 

are you to ^ beggar 

tell us what boy! 

to do? 

Who are you IIIW 

calling a beggar?! Wlllllll^iSi P^ture 
That's no way to P'tching 

talk to the Carp's 
future 
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Take a look! 

See how 
swollen it is! 


You've got 

the makings 
of a great 
pitcher, 
that's for 
_sure,_^§ 


You're the 
real deal 
Aihara. 


If you wanna 
teach anyone a 
lesson, you should 
join the pros and 
do it for real. 


Yeah! You oughta join the 
Carp and help 'em win the 
pennant! You could win 30 
games for sure. 
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Signs: Taiyo Theater — Now Showing: Charlie Chaplin in Monsieur Verdoux; 
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Awright! You're ] 
a great teacher | 

r Your 

attitude 

for sure! The | 

^ sure 

best in all the ' 

i changed 

"1 land! 

fast. 


















































































Oh, are you gonna 
ipreach to me now, 
Nakaoka? Don't 
try to teach 
teacher! 




They call it 
LV-^\ a “police 
reserve," but 
V it's really 


We decided in our Constitution to be 
a country that's dedicated to peace, 
and to never again have weapons or 
armies for waging war. 



Now we're gonna see those 
vampires come crawling out 
of their caves, only too 
happy to suck our blood in 
the name of the army again. 


I swore an oath to my best friend 
that I'd fight to rid Japan of even 
the faintest whiff of war... 
































































Tomorrow is August 6, the t 
day the atomic bomb was 
dropped. But the police . 
have banned our rally 
where we planned to pray i 
for peace. 


w k I ®®cause America is ass- 
w-why.p ^cjeep in the Korean War. 

They sure as hell don't 
want us making a scene 
praying for peace! 
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How low can we Japanese go? The 
Hiroshima City Police say they'll 
arrest anyone who calls for peace. 
I thought the cops were s'posed tc 
keep the peace, not suppress it! 




That's the 
k craziest thing I 
^ver heard! What's 
^rong with praying 
for peace?! 


During the war even school¬ 
teachers talked nonsense, 
brainwashing their students to 
believe that Japan was sacred, 
the Emperor was a god, and they 
should go into battle and die 
^ fortt^ Emperor. 



After we lost the war, a lot 
of those same teachers went 
right back to teaching, without 
reflecting for one minute about 
what they'd done^ 



How can they go back to 
teaching as if nothing 
happened? It scares me to 
think what kids are learning 
from that kind of teacher. 


When I think of them, 
starting to brainwash ^ 
another generation o' 
kids to love w 









































































I He said "One murder^ 
I makes a villain - 
Imillions, a hero." If 1 
I you kill someone on ' 

■ e street, you'llj 
e executed ^ 
r murder.S 


But if you go to a 
battlefield, the 
more people you 
kill, the more 
medals you get 
\ and the bigger 
'a hero you are. ^ 
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In Japan, it's the opposite. \ 
We've got people apologizing J 
with tears in their eyes to A 
the ones who started the j 
war, saying it's our fault! / 
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Before long, the National 
Police Reserve was renamed 


Atomic bombs gave way to hydrogen 
bombs with even more horrific 
the Japan Self-Defense destructive power. More countries 

Forces. They were equipped came to possess nuclear arms 

with some of the most until there were enough to 

advanced weapons in the destroy the Earth seven 

world, and became a ^8n&) times over. The world 

permanent fixture in Japan. plunged onward into an 

■" > age of insanity. 


Sen and his friends never got to see 

their prayers answered, but it's not too 
late for us to keep trying. Please follow 
their lead and help their dream of 
peace live on... We mustn't forget the 
horrors of war and nuclear weapon s... 
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Sign: 



































































































































































Think about how the other teachers 
treat us. Like the vocational ed guy, 
Katoyama, who makes kids sit on an 
abacus the minute he thinks they 
have a "bad attitude." The abacus 
beads dig into your legs and —^ 
^ hurt like hell... 

—. English teacher, 

Hiraoka, it doesn't take 
\ niuch to get him to slap 

^ somebody in the face. 

disoppeor 

X 


Kubokawa came back from theV' =o ^ 
army to teach PE. He made me 
strip nearly naked before he / 
beat me up, then he made me 
run around the playground I k 

was so embarrassed... /““’y 

foiiiii 


1 Hll IH 11^1* ”11/^1 f Japanese teacher, Hirokawa, 

1 JJ |y 1/A\ V she's a real mental case. She 

1 rS^HBL i everyone would look at 

^ wonted to hide my 



Yeah, and they call thein 
punishments "the whip 
of love." They say they' 
only do that stuff 'cuz 
they care about us so 
^ much. 


Don't make rr 

laugh! The ones 
! on the receiving ^ 
end are never 
gonna forgive 'er 
V as long as we liv^ 


They take it out 
l-X on us whenever 
^ that .|.|.,gy |.,gyg Q fight 
.with their wives... 
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’ester; Murwkdto Sister^tarring Ken Uehara A 

by Yosujiro Ozu. Now showing at the boboshi Yurokuza Theater 
































































You got a good deal, mister. See 
what happens when you give this to 
your wife to wear. She's gonna be so 
happy she won't know how to thank 
you enough. You're gonna have your 
^ hands full tonight! 













































































Plenty of people talk about how great 
love and kindness are, but precious 
few talk about righteous anger and 
justice... Mr. Ohta is one of those 
few. I like him. 
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Yeah. They couldn't 
have soldiers getting 
scared on the battle¬ 
field when they 
faced enemy 
_ troops. 



104 
































































107 













































































































































You nitwit! I was taking careT Ha ha! 

of a friend at the hospital I Take it 
and didn't get any sleep! Do w easy, 
I look like sotnebody who ^ take it 




But lately he seems 
kinda down in the 
dumps. He stays in 
|his room and doesn't 
come out. We've 
been worried 
about him. 



Ill 
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Mr. Ohta, I can't believe 
you'd do this! I never 
thought you'd do 
something so stupid... 




ij I.- j I’m not budging till 
Hmph! Mmd A say you'll come 
your own 1 .j.^ school. 

































































































I love the teaching profession and 
I take pride in it... I intended to 
devote my whole life to teaching... 
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Bigger than that? 
But who's 
than the 
Japanese 
government. 






Gen... Lately there 
have been a lot of 
strange things 
going on in Japan, 
one after 
another... 



Then there was the Mitaka 
incident, where a seven-car 
train with no driver suddenly 
started moving at Mitaka 
station in west Tokyo. Six 
people were kill&d and 14 
were 


And then there was 
the Matsukawa 
incident... A train 
headed for Tokyo on 
the Tohoku Line jumped 
the rails near Matsukawa 
Three 




























































America sent an economic adviser 
named Dodge to rebuild Japan's 
economy. He's forcing harsh 
conditions on the whole country, 
saying that no matter how tough 
our lives are right now, we need 
to tighten our belts even more. 
He says we can't afford to be 


He started firing people to reduce the 
large work forces at factories and the 
National Railways. When union members 
fought back for the right to live like 
human beings, we started seeing these 
mysterious "incidents"... People say it's 


Wh-why 
would they 
do something 
like that? 


They want the Japanese 
people to think that labor 
union activists are all evil 
Commie Reds who commit 
sabotage and murder. 


America doesn't want too many 
Japanese to start demanding their 
proper human rights. That would 
make it too hard for America to 
control Japan in ways that suit 




Thats why 
they made 
you quit 
teaching...?! 


So for them, people 
like me who attend 
peace marches and 
are active in the 
labor union are a 
nuisance. 
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I'm not the only one to be forced out 
of a job. Government workers and 
people in journalism and broadcasting 
are also having their work taken away. 
That's what the Red Purge is about. 
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12 ! 
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I popped out of my Mama 
the Hatchobori district of 
Hiroshima, and had my first 
bath in one of the seven 
rivers. My parents adored 
me; they were always cooing, 
^ "Ryuta, Ryuta!" 



Then the bomb flashed and 
went bangl In that instant I 
dropped from heaven to hell. 
Ah, but today, brave Ryuta 
Kondo is heading out yet 
again, undaunted by the wind 
and snow. 




































































What will become 
of our school's 
reputation, and my 
m, if the school 
board or the 
Education Ministry 
hears about this? 
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What are you saying, sir? 
Freedom of thought is 
guaranteed in our Constitution. 
Why is Communism so bad. 
































































You asshole! You just strut around 
acting like you're a big shot and 
insulting other people! You can't 
get away with that! 




Hey Principal, I won't let you get away with 
this, either! You can't beat us and put us 
down! What's wrong with all of us thinking 
for ourselves? Who cares about Reds and 
Commies and whatever! Who are you to tell 
us what to think?! 
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Whoever Y What's the use of racking 

wants to A up points on tests, anyway? 
study will 4/ You should learn things 
be welcome^^^at will stay with you and 

Ha ha ha! 







My school 
be like 
fertile w’ 
patch of ^ 

^ From that soil, we'll keep 
1^ putting up new shoots to 

Bu create a peaceful, better 
Hk world. 
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Human beings 
don't make any 
at all! 
How come we 
can't settle our 
differences 
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150 *RyutQ is singing Hibari Misoro’s hit song, "Hibari's Flower Girl." 


Numbskull! You 
shouldn't make some¬ 
one laugh right after' 
they've had their 
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Yep, the Korean War has been a 
blessing for me. And not only me. 
It's helped people all over Japan. 


iople who had no job can 
get work at munitions 
i factories now. All 
' kinds of industries 
saw business pick up. 
Everyone's raking 

it in ^ 


Once the war started, that scrap 
iron started fetching prices dozens 
of times higher than before. It 
takes a lot of iron to make weapons. 


When iron supplies ^ 

got tight in Japan, 

I was able to sell my^ 
hoard for a very 
pretty price! 


.that's 
how 
you did 


Hey, who cares if those Koreans kill each other 
off .. It has nothing to do with us. Go 
knock yourselves out! We'll just 
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I ache all over... 
That guy was 
really strong... 


Still, that was something! You're 
always trying to stop people from 
fighting, so I couldn't believe I was 
seeing you actually start a fight! 
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Oh, the woe! If you have a heart, autumn 
breeze, hear my plea: give me clothes and 
food... For no matter how hard I work, life 
gets no easier. I gaze upon my roughened 
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Y-you nitwits! What makes you 
think you can do that? If you 
tear down our house, we'll 
have no place to live! 
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Can't be helped. 
There's going to be 
a new road here, 
according to the 
Hiroshima City 
restoration 
plan. 



Why are you guys going around 
causing people trouble? Isn't it City 
Hall's job to help citizens like us who 
lost everything to the A-bomb? 

But instead of 
helping, you're 
gonna make our 

- /lives even more 

'-O miserable, is 

3 


that you"dty « don't carl how 
officLlscan^X »nuchgnef.t 
justdowhatJ^^“S““"^* 


, The Construction Law was passed 
You re a (jy National Parliament. You 
impuden y choice but to obey it. 

Understand? You need to move 
out of here, and soon! 





Just try laying one finger on our house, 
and I'll kill you! You damn bureaucrats 
think you're so great, strutting around 
giving orders... Don't you dare show your < 
.face here again! c 
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On the day the bomb fell, 

Vukiko didn't want to go into / 
Hiroshima with the other 
students to do “volunteer 



207 













































































































































209 




























































211 




























































































L 


212 



213 





























































































214 









































































216 



































































































































































































221 














































































222 



































































225 




























































































































































228 


ni draw the smiling faces of my 

mother and father who were killed by 
the bomb... and I'll draw the faces of 
the people I like best — Sen, Ryuta, 





































































S-so, you're ij' 

really talking^^^ You were 
about a 1 ^^'"9 

funeral urn, , 


Don't talk like It's too early 

that! You've for you to 

got a long way worry about 

to go before what happens 

you die! ■ K^t^^ you die! 

After I die and 
i get cremated... I 
want you to put 
iTiy bones and 
flshes into it. 


Don't go ^ W 
acting O'"rYeah! 
crazy! V 
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He said he didn't care how 

much of a hardship it was 
for us to have our house 
destroyed, we should just 
clear out by the 
deadl ine... 
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land to build that 

Well, there's a lot or 

property around with ^^RVeah... 
no owner because the 

A-bomb killed off the 
whole family, right? 


So they just go ahead and register 
the land in their own name, then 
sell it for a high price. They're in 
tight with the politicians. It's all 
the table. 
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got rQd^t.on gut how can I eat if 

sickness and the doctor > i don't work?! The 
tells me Don t work, if ' really made 

you work you II d>e.;;^ ^ life hell for us. 





We gotta change things around here 
so those clever bastards can't have 
everything their own way! Those 
people who start wars and 
profit from them! 
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It's no good staying 
holed up here in 
Hiroshima. A frog that^ 
never leaves the well /j 
doesn't ever learn 
about the ocean..^ 


I'm gonna travel all T And then I'm 

over Japan and meet ' gonna become a 
all kinds of people so I ■ businessman who 
can be somebody with^ can do business 
a broad outlook. with countries 

all over the 
world. 


I'm not going to be a 

death merchant who 
feeds on human lives, 
starting wars and 
weapons for 
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Japan has no natural resources, so the 
only way we can survive is by getting along 
with other countries and trading with them. 
If we try to grab resources from other 
countries by force, it'll come back on us 




And he was exactly right. 
Japan was burned to the 
ground... and Hiroshima 
was destroyed in a flash 
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There were 
lots of times 
when I fought 
with Koji or 
_ Akira... ^ 


We went through 
so many hard times 
together, but when I 
look back, they all 
seem like happy 
memories... 


This time I'm 
really gonna 
be on my own... 


It sure feels 

to be left 
by myself. I don't 
wanna have to say 
to my 
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About Project Gen 

Namie Asazuma 
Coordinator, Project Gen 

In the pages of Barefoot Gen, Keiji Nakazawa brings to life a 
tragedy unlike any that had ever befallen the human race before. 
He does not simply depict the destructive horror of nuclear 
weapons, but tells of the cruel fate they visited upon victims and 
survivors in the years to come. Yet Gen, the young hero of this 
story, somehow manages to overcome one hardship after anoth¬ 
er, always with courage and humor. Barefoot Gen's tale of hope 
arid human triumph in the face of nuclear holocaust has inspired 
volunteer translators around the world, as well as people working 
in a variety of other media. Over the years Gen has been made 
into a three-part live-action film, a feature-length animation film, 
an opera, and a musical. 

The first effort to translate Barefoot Gen from the original 
Japanese into other languages began in 1976, when Japanese 
peace activists Masahiro Oshima and Yukio Aki walked across 
the United States as part of that year's Transcontinental Walk for 
Peace and Social Justice. Their fellow walkers frequently asked 
them about the atomic bombing of Hiroshima, and one of them 
happened to have a copy of Hadashi no Gen in his backpack. The 
Americans on the walk, astonished that an atomic bomb survivor 
had written about it in cartoon form, urged their Japanese friends 
to translate it into English. Upon returning to Japan, Oshima and 
Aki founded Project Gen, a non-profit, all-volunteer group of 
young Japanese and Americans living in Tokyo, to do just that. 
Project Gen went on to translate the first four volumes of Barefoot 
Gen into English. One or more of these volumes have also been 
published in French, German, Italian, Portuguese, Swedish, 
Nonwegian, Indonesian, Tagalog, and Esperanto. 

By the 1990s Project Gen was no longer active. In the mean¬ 
time, author Keiji Nakazawa had gone on to complete ten vol¬ 
umes of Gen, and expressed his wish to see the entire story 
made available to non-Japanese readers. Parts of the first four 
volumes had also been abridged in translation. A new generation 
of volunteers responded by reviving Project Gen and producing a 
new, complete and unabridged translation of the entire Gen 
series. 

The second incarnation of Project Gen got its start in Moscow 
in 1994, when a Japanese student, Minako Tanabe, launched 
"Project Gen in Russia" to translate Gen into Russian. After pub- 




lishing the first three volumes in Moscow, the project relocated to 
Kanazawa, Japan, where volunteers Yulia Tachino and Namie 
Asazuma had become acquainted with Gen while translating a 
story about Hiroshima into Russian. The Kanazawa volunteers, 
together with Takako Kanekura in Russia, completed Russian vol¬ 
umes 4 through 10 between 1999 and 2001. 

In the spring of 2000, the Kanazawa group formally established 
a new Project Gen in Japan. Nine volunteers spent the next three 
years translating all ten volumes of Gen into English. The trans¬ 
lators are Kazuko Futakuchi, Michael Gordon, Kyoko Honda, 
Yukari Kimura, Nobutoshi Kohara, Kiyoko Nishita, George 
Stenson, Michiko Tanaka, and Kazuko Yamada. 

In 2002, author Keiji Nakazawa put the Kanazawa team in con¬ 
tact with Alan Gleason, a member of the first Project Gen, who 
introduced them to Last Gasp of San Francisco, publisher of the 
original English translation of Gen. Last Gasp agreed to publish 
the new, unabridged translation of all ten volumes, of which this 
book is one. 

In the hope that humanity will never repeat the terrible tragedy 
of the atomic bombing, the volunteers of Project Gen want chil¬ 
dren and adults all over the world to hear Gen's story. Through 
translations like this one, we want to help Gen speak to people in 
different countries in their own languages. Our prayer is that 
Barefoot Gen will contribute in some small way to the abolition of 
nuclear weapons before this new century is over. 

Write to Project Gen c/o Asazuma, Nagasaka 3-10-20, Kanazawa 
921-8112, Japan 



Keiji Nakazawa lives with his wife in the suburbs of Tokyo, 
and remains actively involved in the work of the Project Gen 
volunteers. Now retired from cartooning, his most recent 
project was a live action film he wrote and directed about 
young people growing up in postwar Hiroshima. He is cur¬ 
rently working on another film scenario. 






